Oneidas hope the future
will bring them together

OMEIDA — Maise Bhenandoah, the Walf
Clanmother of the Oneida Indian Nation,
scoffs at the idea that life will change for
her and her people when they become multi-
millionaires.

“"We're not looking for riches,” she said in
her log cabin trading post a display
of crafts and Oneida artifacts. "We look at
this victory as a way for all the Oneidas to
{b:nxl;mtcd to come back together on our cwn

The wvictory she refarred to was won
earlier this year in the U5 Supreme Court
in & test case on Oneida land claims The
court ruled that & treaty transferring land
E]r]l:lrn [hrﬂnrdumthtmiu Hﬁm
ilegal.

The implication of that dvcision is that

the Cmeidas still may own 7 milkon acres in
ew York, an area from the 5t Lawrence to
Pennsylvania that 15 twice the size af
Conmecticut.

Eventually, when those claims are settled,
the Oneidas are expected to end up with
milhons of dollars and o large, new home.
land somewhere in Central New York.

For Shenandoah, it's the answer to o 30
vear-old family dream that dates back to her
anceator, Chiel John Ekenandoah. He, more
than anyore else, is credited with convine
ing the Oneidas and other tribes to fight on
the side of colonists in 1777,

But after the British were beaten, the
state signed the treaties that it
former allies from their land. Oneidas
had only a few dozen acres left in 1900 when
her grandfather, Wilson Corenelius, n
writing o Washinglon asking that his
people’s land be returned.

He insisted that the l'_'lhﬂdu WETE L
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soversign nation and that their land could
nat be taxed and that millions of acres still
belonged to them. He died long before
anvone in Washington took him seriously
and most of the Oneidos sold off their land
and moved to a reservation in Wisconsin,
See ONEIDAS, Page §
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But Chief Skenandoah's grand-
daughter and the others who stayed
in Mew York expect to ses his dreams
come true.

Omly about B0 Dneidas live with
Sheanadoah in or around the 42 acres
south of the city of Oneida. Others
live mear Syra-
cuse, In Canada
and on the Wis-_
CONEIR  FESOrvA-
il R
Shenandoah,
whose high posi-
tion in the tribe
Il]lm her a say
in choosing
of chiefs and the
naming of chil-
dren, said Onei-
das have HALBRITTER
maintained their culture, their lan-
guage, their ceremonies and even
their MNow, she said, all Onei-
dss would be able to share in that

culture,
e will come back and be

"Owur
able to work,™ she said. "We want to
be sellsufficient. Wa're tired of peo-
ﬁe on welfare and not having jobs.

gw there will .be mo end to the
paagibilities. My dream is that we will
build a musewm toput all the artifacts
on display for people to see.”

Just a few vards from Shenandoah's

trading post is the brand-new barn-
like building that houses the Oneidas’
current major source of income. [t
the bingo hall where, $00 le &
night come to gamble It m& b
illegal anywhere else, but here the
couris have ruled it ks on the land of &
sovereign Indian nation, outside the

borders of the United States and its 5

laws.
dust inside the door of the bingo

hall is the office of Ray Halbritter, the g0

official spokesman on the tribe. He,
ton, talks ahout droame.

He envisions a living Oneida Indian
village, complete with authentic bong:
houses, that would be built some-
where an the new land. It would be an
accurate representation of what life
*El’::}]ih in Contral Mew York about
1ECHE,

“Visitors could come and live
there," he said, "They could go on a
threeday hike with a guide who could
tell them about the plants apd the
medicines in the forest. The Indians
wha chose that way of life could live
close to the land.”

Halbritter also envisions a Mative
American  University on the new
Indian land that would be open to

le af all races who wanted to
study the culture of the Oneldas.

But besides protecting Oneida cul-
ture, he said, the museum village
would be & major tourist attraction,
certain to bring money into the area.

"All of the money we get will be
spent an the local economy, just as we
did here,” he said, indicating the

hi:ai hall. "Cur payrell is $17.000 a
week, 'ﬁ'g give away 00,000 to $60,000
& wiek in mﬂﬁﬂilh“ afl tha
MOney goes into iy
Half of the 100 people who m
bingo hall are non-Oneidas, he sabd.
Halbritter, who has & business
Byracuse University, has

commitment to the fght for the
Oneidas' land.
He has attempted to caleulate what

seven million neres of land are
worth and what his & will seek
gs compensation for them,

“When you try to work it out on &
cal you run out of zercs,” he
sald. "Yoo' end up with an E for
EITOL.

The Oneidas hawen't vet decided
how much land and how much money
they want, he said. The wvarious

Oneida factions stil] Fing o
work out & united pr«np.:ll'.’mlirit-
Ler said ﬂ;{]ﬂl expect that thers will
ba many mi

ions of dollars at the end
i&mﬁ'mmﬁﬁmu , e
y want to a ve ge
piece of that real estate m:ﬁthair
own

"We dop't want to take away
anyone's land,” he said. "We, more
than anyone, know that is wrong.
These people are our neighbors. But
we might obtain it in pieces, Land is
for sale every day. We could obtain it
where we could.’

. Halbritter said rather than mlrrh-
ing off a huge porticn stiite o
hmﬂinLh over to the Oneidas, they
would willing to accept smaller
pieces that could be eongolidated into
# unit in laber years.

"Oneidas are taught to think of the

e in terma of seven generations,”
he enid, “There are a lot of things we
gtill have to consider. We have to
consider what the impact will be on
the environment. Whatever we do, we
want it to be m.Ea.til:llu and in
harmony with nsturs,

They don't want to rush into any
hasty deals with the government, he
gdid. They made that mistake 200
yOArs ago.

Craig Brandon fs & Daily Press
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